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T is with no little Pleaſure I 
hear of the good Opinion you 
have conceived of the Society 
or Promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, and of the great Satisfaction 
you expreſs in being choſen a Cor- 
reſponding Member thereof; I doubt 
not, but you will be ſtill more and 
more pleaſed as you become better 
{acquainted with the Deſigns they are 
ingaged ih, and the Methods they 
take to make them effectual; which, 
becauſe at preſent, I believe, you are 
not throughly acquainted with, I 
thought it not amiſs to give you a 
{ſhort Account of the Riſe and Pro- 
{greſs of this Society, and of the Suc- 
ceſs it has pleaſed God to give to 
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their pions Endeavours; and this 1 Þ 
am the more induced to, in hopes, k 
that what I ſhall communicate on 
this Occaſion, may ſuggeſt to you V 
ſome Hints, that probably will be © 
of Uſe to you in carrying on the 
ſame good Work in your own r 

Neighbourhood. 1 

But as I am very well aſſured 
you are a hearty Well-wiſher to 
every thing, that tends to the Ad- 
vancement of God's Glory, I doubt 
not, but you'l pardon me, if before 
I enter upon what I principally aim 
at, I detain you ſo long, as to lay 
before you an Account of ſome o- 
ther Societies, which have been ſet 
up of late Years, in and about the 
City of London, who, by different. 
Methods, are endeavouring to pro- 
mote the ſame Ends, (vix.) the In- 
tereſt of Religion, and the Good of 
Souls. ; 

I nced not, I believe, tell you, 
That the Religious and Virtuous 
Part of this Nation have for a long 
Time complain'd of the infamous 
Clubs of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Soci- 
nians, who for many Years paſt! 
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iis 1 bave, with an uncommon Zeal, la- 
pes, boured to propagate their pernicious 
on Principles, and thereby have endea- 
you voured, either to u ndermine the Truth 
be of the revealed Religion, or to diſ- 
the parage the Myſteries of our holy 
wn Faith: It was this, that excited 
ſome, that had a true Concern for 
red the Honour of God, to form them- 


to ſelves alſo into Societies, that ſo by 


Ad- their united Zeal, and Endeavours, 
uht they might oppoſe the Miſchief of 
ore ſuch dangerous Principles, and for- 


im tifie both themſelves and others a- 
gainſt the Attempts of thoſe Sons 
of Darkneſs, who make it their Bu- 
ſineſs to root out (if poſſible) the 
very Notions of divine things, and 
all Differences of Good and Evil. 

} Accordingly about 30 Years ago, 
1a conſiderable Number of pious 
of | Perſons of the Church of England 
met frequently together to pray, 
bu, ling Pſalms, and read the Holy 
dus Scriptures, and to reprove, exhort, 
ng and edifie one another by their re- 
us ligious Conferences; and their Num- 
ci- ber have ſince ſo encreaſed, thac 
iſt they make at preſent about Forty 
e, . A 3 Soci- 
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Societies, in and about London and 
Weſtminſter. This Example hath been & 
followed by ſeveral deyout Perſons 
in divers other Parts of this Na- 
tion, as alſo in Ireland, particularly in 


Publis, where there are ſeveral of 3 


theſe Societies, encouraged by the 
Biſhops and inferior Clergy there. 

Theſe Societies, and their Methods 
and Orders, were inquired into, and 
approved by our late QUE E N of 1 
bleſſed Memory, and the late Arch- | 


Biſhop Tillotſen, and Biſhop Stilling- 


ect, and are greatly eſteemed ö 
ſeveral others of our Biſnops and 


Clergy, who have made the ſame 


Enquiry: And theſe are the $9- 
cieties, which are particularly call- ? 
ed, The Religious Societies; 
whoſe charitable Def igns are deſcri- 


bed, and recommended in a pious 
Difcourſe by the Reverend Doctor 
Joſt. Weodward, entitled, An Account 


of the Riſe and Progreſs of * Religious i 


Societies in the City of London, Cc. 


Theſe Societies have been very 
inſtrumental in promoting in ſome 


WR 
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y Sermons to the Holy Communt- 


on, the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
*rament every Lord's-Day and Ho- 
Ay-Day, and many other excellent 
Deſigns conformable to the Doctrine 
f and Confitution of the Church of 
England; which have not a little 
contributed to promote Religion, 
particularly among thoſe of the 
younger ſort. | 


But as the private Devotions and 


exemplary Lives of the Members of 
theſe Societies were not ſufficient 
to ſtop the Torrent of Vice which had 
broken in upon us: About Eighteen 
7 Years ſince, Five or Six 
Gentlemen, Members of the Church 
of England, conſidering that the 
3 | higher the Tide of Wickedneſs run, 
the more necd there was of oppo- 
1 ſing ir, agreed to ſet up 
Tetp koz Vekozmatton of Pan- 
ners, by promotin 


private 


a Soct- 


the Execution 
of the Laws againſt Vice and Im- 
morality; and this Deliign, tho' at 


JI firſt violently oppoſed by the Ad- 
vocates of Debauchery, yet by the 
divine Aſſiſtance, the Patronage of 
their late Majeſties, King Williani 


and 
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and Queen Mary, the Countenance | 
of many of the Clergy, particularly 
of his Grace the late Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and by the Zeal 
| and Induſtry of the Perſons engaged 
ih therein (moſt of which are Men of 
conſiderable Rank and Fortune; as 
Members of Parliament, Fuſtices f 
the Peace, Lawyers, and eminent | 
Citizens ) hath proſpered to a Degree 
exceedingly great, beyond what hu- 
mane Wiſdom did, or could expect; 
for this Deſign encountring no 
Man's honeſt Advantage, no ways 
intermedling in Matters of Contro- 
verſie ; and the executive Part being 
managed by ſuch, who have conſtant- 
ly refuſed even ſuch Share of the 
Forfeitures on Convictions, as the 
Law allows to Informers, leſt they _ 
ſhould ſeem to aim at their own 
private Advantage; many virtuous ' 
good People of the Proteſtant Diſ- ' 
ſenters, as well as of the Church of 
England, have readily agreed ta join 
Hearts and Purſes in the Proſecuti- 
on thereof; and this Union of 
Hearts and Affections in things ſo * 
agreeable to all, who deſerve the 

Name 
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Name of Proteſtants, of Chriſtians, 
of Engliſhmen, or even of Men, hath ' 
been of great Uſe to remove the 
Prejudices which many have taken 
up againſt the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
as well as againſt one another, and 
7 hath laid a Foundation of that Love 
and Charity among Chriſtians, which 
all good Men ſo mightily long for. 


It is' by the Endeavours of this 


| Society, aſſiſted by the religious So- 


cieties aforeſaid, and divers others 


ſince formed, and acting under the 
Influence of it, that many Thouſands 
have been convicted of Swearing, 
Ciurſing, Drunkenneſs,Lewdneſs,Pro- 
© Þhanation of the Lord's-Day, &. in 
and about the Cities of London and 
Mieſtminſter; many of whom (at leaſt 
; outwardly) have. been. reformed * 


thereby; above Three Thouſand ' 


Perſons have been proceeded againſt 


this laſt Vear, for keeping common 
Gaming-Houſes, and other lewd and 
diſorderly . Houſes, exerciſing * their 
Trades on the Lord's-Day, Swear- - 
ing, Curfing, Drunkenneſs, Go. 

By theſe. Means our Streets have 

been very much cleanſed of the 
A 5 —_ | 
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much cleared, which were formerly 


| lewd and wicked Perſons. 


publick Places of the Gangs of de- 
teſtable Sodomites, and even thoſe ? 
Parts of the Town have been very 


I 
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lewd Night-Walkers, and other 
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notorious for the Number of Baw- : 
dy-Houſes, and the harbouring of 


Of the Riſe, Progreſs, and Snc- , 
ceſs of theſe Societies, the World 
has had an Account, in a Book, 


entitled, Au Account of the Societies 
Por the Reformation of Manners in En- 


gland and Ireland; with 4 Per ſuaſive 


to Perſons of all Ranks to be ⁊ealous 
5 and diligent in promoting the Execu- 
tion of the Lams againſt Profaneneſs 
"mt and Debauchery, for eſfecting a Natio- 
nal Reformation: Publiſhed with the 
Approbation of a conſiderable Number 
Ih of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
itt of the Honourable Judges of both King- © 
i doms ;, and alſo in another Book, en- 
titled, An Account of the Progreſs of © 


the Reformation of Manners The for- 
ll mer of which Books has been tran- 
llated into ſeveral Languages, for the 


Promoting a Reformation in other 
Nat1ons. 
You 


J 
her 


de- 4 
to the Society for Reformation of 
Manners; and *tis no Wonder; (for 
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ff 
You will perhaps meet with ſome 
Perſons that are no great Friends 


f they, that are Enemies to God and 


Religion, will be ſure to oppoſe 
7 thoſe that attempt to weaken the 
} Kingdom of Darkneſs) but as the 


Prejudices that ſome have conceived, 
are owing in a great Meaſure to 
their Ignorance of the true Nature 
of this Deſign, and the wrong No- 
tions they have entertained concern- 
ing it; you will do well to recom- 
mend to thoſe whom you find diſ- 
poſed to liſten to the ConviRions 
of Truth and Reaſon, a Book, 


(which hath been lately written by 


John Diſney, Eſq; a worthy Juſtice 
of the Peace in Lincolnſhire) enti- 
tled, An Efſay upon the Execution of 
the Laws againſt Immorality and Pro- 


phaneneſe; the ſerious Peruſal whereof 


Will, I doubt not, convince any Man, 
that is not blinded by his Luſts 


and Paſſions, that the endeavouring 


to ſuppreſs Immorality and Profane- 
neſs, by proſecuting the Offenders 
according to Law, is a traly noble 
and 


110 | C 12 ) | 
li and Chriſtian Undertaking, and 
'., conſequently to be countenanced and 
encouraged by all thoſe, that have 
any Regard for the Honour of God 
and the Salvation of Souls. 

' Whilſt theſe Societies have ſucceſs- 
fully promoted the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion among the Laity, there has not 
been wanting a Number of well-diſ- 
pos'd Perſons who have endeavoured 
to aſſiſt the Labours of the Clergy, by 
procuring Benefactions for erecting | 
Parochial Libzaries in the mean- | 
ly endowed Cures throughout Eng- ' 
land; accordingly by their Care and 
Endeavours this Deſign has been ſo ' 
far advanced, that there are already 
upwards of 50 Libraries near com- 
pleat, conſiſting of a competent 
Number of the beſt Comments on 
the Holy Scriptures, and the moſt 
approved Treatiſes of practical 
Divinity. 

To ſecure theſe Books to all Poſte- 
rity, as well as to ſatisſie the Benefa- 
ctors to this Deſign, an Act of Par- 
liament paſſed the laſt Seſſions, for 
' the better Preſervation of Parochi- 
'' al Librar.ts in that Part of Great 
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] Britain called England, whereby ſuch 
Z wholſome Proviſions are made for 
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7 preventing Embezlements, as it is 
| hoped will prove effectual for that 


7 Purpoſe. 


There remains but one Society 


more to give you an Account of, 
before 1 enter upon what I promi- 


|] ſed, which is, The Society fo? 
| Pzopagating the Goſpel in Fo- 


4 retgn arts. This took its Riſe 
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at firſt from The Society for Pro- 
mot ing Chriſtian Knowledge. One 
great Branch of whoſe Deſign 


originally was, the Promoting Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge in our Foreign 
Plantations; and accordingly, in 
ſome ſhort time, with the Aſſiſtance 
of divers well diſpoſed Perſons, they 
procured and made up Eight Hun- 
dred Pounds; (of which the Religi- 
ous Societies in and about Fans. 


contributed one Hundred Pounds) 


this Eight Hundred Pounds they ap- 


plied towards providing Bibles, and 
Common Prayer-Books, Catechiſms, 
and other religious Treatiſes, which 
they tranſmitted to the ſeveral Co- 


lonies in North-America; as alſo in 
fur- 
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furniſhing ſeveral of the Plantations 
with Parochial Libraries, to invite 
pious and learned Clergy-Men to go 
over and reſide there. They alſo |; 


(by voluntary Subſcriptions) procu- 
red a Maintenance for Six Miſſion- | 
aries, who being approved by the 


Lord Biſhop of London, went to 
Preach the Goſpel in thoſe Parts: 


And to render this Undertaking | 


more effectual, they ſettled Corre- 
ſpondencies with the Clergy and o- 
ther worthy Perſons there, as well 


as here at Home. 


Thus far the Society proceeded in 
this Affair; but this Deſign being 


found tao large and extenſive, and 
too great an Undertaking for a few 
private Perſons, His late Majeſty, 
Ning William, upon Application 
made to him, was graciouſly plea- 
ſed, by his Royal Charter, Anno Dom. 
1701, to incorporate his Grace 
the preſent Lord 1 4 of Cane 
terbury, and a great Number of o- 
ther Perſons of the greateſt Chara- 
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cter both in Church and State, to- 
gether with the then Members of 


this Society, by the Name of the 


Soci- 
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1 Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel 
in Foreign Parts, with a Power of 


Electing new Members, and recei- 
ving and diſpoſing of Charities for 


the Maintenance of an orthodox 


Clergy in the Plantations, Colonies, 
and Facories beyond the Seas, be- 
longing to the Kingdom of England, 
and of making ſuch other Proviſion 
as may be neceſſary for the Propa- 
gation of the Goſpel in thoſe Places. 

How much Good they have ac- 
cordingly ſince done, and are ſtill 
doing; and how ſucceſsful their En- 


deayours have been in raiſing Cha- 


rities, and providing for the Con- 
verſion of the Natives and Negroes, 
as well as the Inſtruction of the 
Subjects of England in thoſe Parts, 
will appear by the Accounts they 
have ſince publiſhed. 

This Society meets once a Month 
at the Archbiſhop's Library in St. 


| Martin's in the Fields; and for the 


eaſier Diſpatch of Buſineſs, a Com- 
mittee of the Society meet, as there 
is occaſion, at the Chapter-Houſe at 
St. Paul's, in order to prepare Mat- 
ters againſt the ſaid monthly Meet- 

+ ings ; 
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ings; beſides which, there is an An- 


nual Meeting of the Corporation at 


the Veſtry at Bon- Church, to chooſe | 


a. Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, and o- | 


ther Officers, neceſſary for carrying | 
on their Buſineſs ; at which Time | 
they have a Sermon preached by | 
one of their own Members. 1 

By the Account I have now given 
you of the Corporation, I have let 
you into the Knowledge of what was 
originally, as I told you, one Part of | 
the Deſign of the Society fo ÞPyo- | 
moting Chziſttan Knowledge 
What remains to be accounted for, is, 
that other Branch of their Deſign, 
The Promoting Chriſtian Rnowledge at 
Home : In order to which, I muſt 
acquaint you, that the Society be- 
gan very early to encourage,as much 


| as in them lay, the Setting up of 


Charity-Schools, for the InſtruQion of 
Poor Children in the Knowledge and 
Practice of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as profeſſed and taught in the Church 
of England; as well knowing, how 
much the Promoting of Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and a Conformity to the 
Precepts-of the Goſpel, depends upon 

a Right 


AAS wo Tote ů ———— —ͤ— 


Can 3 


a Right Education of Youth,eſpecially 
ſuch who through the Poverty or Ig- 
norance of their Parents are in Dan- 


ger of being abandoned to Ignorance, 


Idleneſs, and Vice 


There has been within a very 


| few Years a great Progreſs made in 
| theſe Schools, which, next to the 
Bleſſing of God, has been greatly ow- 
ing to the Care and prudent Manage- 
ment of the Truſtees of the reſpective 
Schools; ſo that in London, and within 
Ten Miles thereof, there are now g Cha- 
rity- Schools, in which are taught above 


2100 Boys, and more than 1200 Girls, 


and moſt of theChildren are cloathed; 


from theſe Schools there have been a- 
bout 956 Boys, and upwards of 390 
Girls put out Apprentices : Beſides 
many of both Sexes that have been 
taken as Servants into ſober, honeſt 
Families, and ſeveral Boys admitted 
into Her Majeſt ies Service at Sea. 

Towards the Maintenance of 
theſe Schools there is now above 
3600l. a Year ſubſcribed ; beſides 


which there hath been collected at 


Sermons, upon this Occaſion, the laſt 
Year above 1900!. ED 
| Given 
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Given otherwiſe in Money at 
1 Times about 6409. and of Land about 
(hi 2041. per Annum. | 
In the ſeveral Counties of South- 
„Britain, the Number of Charity- 
Schools are encreaſed to near 400, 
in which about 10000 poor Child- 
| ren are freely taught, many of them 
| are cloathed, ſume wholly maintain» 
jt. ed, and divers are placed in ſeveral 


Stations, ſerviceable and uſeful to the 
% Publick; bat for a more particular 
„Account of theſe Schools, and of the 


Methods that are taken for ſetting 
them up, I muſt refer you to an Ac- 
count of them which is publiſhed 
il once a Year : Printed by 22 Down- 
ing in Bartholomem- Cloſe. 5 
In North Britain, an Act of the 
General Aſſembly was paſſed a- 
bout Four Years ago for ſettling 
Charity-Schools in the High- Lands; 
ſince which Her Majeſty has bcen 
gracionſly pleaſed to iſſue Her Roy- 
al Preclamation, bearing Date the 
18th of Auguſt, 1708. to encourage 
the Promoting and Erecting Charity- 
Schools there; and very lately the 
General Aſſembly has paſſed _ 
| ther 


5 


| ther Act ! in favour of them, and Her 


Majeſty's Patent is now ſuing out, 
to incorporate a Society for the 


more effeual Promoting that De- 


ſign. 


Several Charity-Schools have been 
ſet up in Dublin, in Imitation of 


thoſe in London. 
Nor are Her Majeity's Dominions 


only happy in the ſucceſsful Endea- 


yours of this ſort of Charity. 

The Czar of Muſcovy has allo 
lately erected Schools in ſeveral of 
the great Towns in his Dominions. 
And Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and ſeveral of the German Princes, 


have made Enquiry about the Me- 


thods here uſcd in ſetting vp theſe 
Schools, The Reverend Mr. Henry 
Plutſcho, and Mr. Bartholomew Sie- 


ganbalgh, twO Daniſh Mi ſſionaries, 


have at their own Charge, ſet up a 
Charity. School at Tranquebar in the 
Eaſt- Indies, for the Teaching and 
laltructing the Malabari an Children 
there in the Principles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; all which may ſerve 
to convince us, that this is not on- 
ly the Work of Men, but that the 

Hand 
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Hand of God is in it: And here | 
cannot but take Notice of the faith- | 
ful and ſurprifing Account of the 
pious Foundation at Glaucha near 
Hall in Saxony, which from ſo ſmall a 
beginning as 18 Shillings and 6 Pence, 
dropt into an Alms-Box fixed at 
the Study-Door of the -Reverend 
Auguſtus Hermannus Franck, Miniſter 
there, is now by ſeaſonable and 
unexpected Supplies (as God o- 
pened the Hearts and Hands of 
Neighbours and Strangers) grown 
ſo large as to become a ſort of Uni- 
verſity. 
Another Branch of the Deſign of 
this Society has been the Diſperſing of 


Religious Books, eſpecially among ſt the 


poorer ſort of People; as Bibles, Com- 


mon Prayer-Books, Church-Cate- 


chiſms, with ſome Expoſitions there- 
of; others relating to Worſhip, as 


Family-Prayers, Confirmation, and 


frequent Communion ; likewiſe fuch 
as treat of the Duties of Repentance 
and Reſtitution, &c. of the Evil and 
dangerous Conſequences of common 
Vices, as profane Swearing, Drun- 
kenneſs, Uncleanneſs, Profanation ” 
| tne 
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1 | the Lord's-Day, &c. as alſo his Grace 
i- | the Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Let» 
le | ter to the Clergy; whoſe pious 
T and fatherly Inſtructions and Recom- 
a | mendations therein have been of ex- 
© | traordinary Uſe for the exciting and 
iT encouraging the Clergy and Laity, 
din their ſeveral Stations, to oppoſe 
T } and diſcountenance the Profaneneſs 
d | and Immorality of the preſent Age: 
Great Numbers of theſe and the 
f | like Tracts ( many of which have 
N } been printed at the Charge of the * 
l- | Society) have been diſtributed a- 
| mongſt the Seamen and Soldiers at 
df | home and abroad, to the Sick and 
of | Wounded in Hoſpitals, to Priſoners, {: 
2s | to Perſons imployed in the Work- | 
1- | Houſes, and to the Poor in other 
Places. | | 
e- The Society have likewiſe ſent 
iS |} Specimens of ſeveral ſmall practical 
d | and devotional Treatiſes to their 
h | correſponding Members in the 
Country, that pious and charitable 
d | Perſons might be encouraged by the 
n | Lowneſs of the Price (of which there 
1- is a Catalogue printed for that Pur- 
of | poſe) to diſtribute them amongſt the 
25 "Poor's 


(22 5 
Poor; and accordingly by this Di 
Means, not only the Correſpondents, 
but ſeveral others have bought up ſe 
and diſtributed great Numbers of 4 
theſe ſmall Tracts, as alſo ſome 1 


Quantities of Bibles, and Common- | 
Prayer-Books. Beſides which ſeve- 2 
ral uſeful Books have been tranſla- 8 
ted into the Welſb Language, and 


diſperſed in Wales. 
The Succeſs that has attended i 
this Deſign of diſperſing ſmall Tracts | 
among the poorer ſort gives us ſe 
great Reaſon to hope, that a dilt- f 
gent Purſuit of it will by degrees |; 
(through the Bleſſing of God) bring | © 
the Generality of the common Peo- 
ple to a good Senſe of the Impor- * 
tance of Religion, and a ſerious Con- 9 
cern for their everlaſting Welfare. 

The Society are ſo fully convin- N 
ced of the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch J 
Hopes, that they have extended | ,, 
their Charity of this kind to other th 
Parts; and have ſent Packets of theſe 
little Books into Ireland, New- Eng- th 
land, Holland, Switzerland, and other 
Foreign Countries; for which End, Iz 
they have alſo procured ſeveral * | 

oo0ks 


SP 
Books to be tranſlated into ſome 
Foreign Languages; which has had 


fo good an Effect, that the King of 


Pruſſia, being preſented with the 
Tranſlation of the Soldier's Monitor, 
was pleaſed to expreſs a great 
Liking of it, and ordered it to be 
diſperſed through his Army. The 


King of Sweden has done the ſame, 


with the Addition of the Kind Cau- 


tion to Profane Swearers, at the End 


of it. The Land- Grave of Heſſe-Caſ- 
ſel ſome time ago ordered Four 


Thouſand of the ſame to be printed 


for the Uſe of his Soldiers: And 
'tis to be hoped, theſe Examples 
will be followed by many others. 

Another Deſign which the Society 
has engaged in, has been the Ere- 
Qing Libraries in Wales, where 
they obſerving there are a great 
Number of Benefices which are in- 
ſufficient for che Maintenance of a 
Miniſter, and that in many of them 
the Clergy are not well able to fur- 
niſh themſelves with Books, they 
thought it would be a Means of pro- 
moting our holy Religion, to fix 
Lending Libraries in the ſeveral 

| Market- 
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Market-Towns within each County þ, 
of the Four Dioceſſes in Wales, and In 


alſo Lending Libraries in each poor 
Rectory, Vicaridge, and Curacy, 
for the Benefit of ſuch of the Cler- 
gy, who could not reſort to the 
Lending Libraries: Accordingly 
they printed Propoſals to encourage 


well diſpoſed Perſons to contribute | 


Money or Books for that Purpoſe, 
and ſeveral of the Lords the Biſhops, 


whofe Names are mentioned in the |; 


Propoſals, having been pleaſed to be 
Truſtees in this Affair, it has met with 
that Encouragement, that the Socie- 
ty has already ſet up a Lending Li- 
brary to the Value of 60 Pounds 
and upwards, in the Town of Car- 
marthen, in the Dioceſe of St. David's ; 
And they are now going on to fix 
Three more of the ſame Nature in 
the other Dioceſſes, after which they 
intend (God willing) to proceed to 
the Fixing of Parochial Libraries, ac- 
cording to the ſaid Propoſals, 

And becauſe it may be a Satisfacti- 
on to thoſe worthy Perſons, who 
have contributed towards this De- 


ſign, as well as an Encouragement 
to 
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Inty to. others to do the like, the Society 
_ has printed an. Abſtract of the Deed 

or 
Icy, 


ler- 
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formity among themſelves to the 


(-25 ) 


of Truſt relating to the Carmarrber 
Library, by which it will appear 
what Care is taken for preſerving 
the Books, and preventing the Im- 
bezlement re... 

The Society acknowledge with 
great Thankfulneſs the Goodneſs 
of God in the Succeſs that he has been 
pleaſed to give to their Endeavours; 
and as they cannot but be. pleaſed 
to ſee that they are any ways in- 
ſtrumental in promoting the Inte- 
reſt of Religion, they heartily 
wiſh there were more Societies of 
this kind in other Parts of the King- 
dom, eſpecially among the Clergy 3 
it having been obſerved, that where- 
ever the Clergy have united toge- 
ther in Societies, purſuant to the 
Directions of his Grace the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, there are 
few or no Inſtances of ſuch Union, 
which have not made ſome tolera- 


ble Step towards the Revivin 


g 
Religion; either by a ſtricter Con- 


Canohs ang Rubricks of our Church; 
5 7 . 


„ ( 26 ) 
of by promoting Lending Libraries 
or Schools, or the diſperſing of pi 
ous Books, or by more frequent 
Communion, or by a more than or 
dinary Diligence in catechizing, o 
by à frequent Attendance on the 
Publick Prayers of the Church, or 
by charitable Contributions to the 
Poor, or by ſuppreſling Profaneneſs 
and Immoralitx. 

In ſhort, Sir, nothing leſs than an 
united Force feems ſufficient to bear up 
againſt the great Power of Vice and 
Irreligion that has broke in upon us ; 
for as the excellent Author of the 
Whole Duty of Man, in his Decay of 
Chriſtian Piety, obſerves, © The Scan- 
& dal which we have brought upon 
& Religion, as it was not contracted 
<« by the Irregularities of one or 
ce two Perſons, but by aſſociated and 
% common Crimes, ſo neither will 
« it be removed by a few ſingle 
« and private Reformations. There 
te muſt be Combinations and pub- 


& lick Confederacies in Virtue to 


& ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe 


« of Vice, or they will never re- 
« cover that Honour, which ſhe. 
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red by the general Piety of 


te acq 


© her Profeſſors. Upon a full Con- 


viction of this Truth, the Society 
has recommended to their corre- 
ſponding Members the forming So- 
cieties of this kind in the Country, 
and they hope, not without ſome 


Succeſs. 


This, Sir, is a ſhort Account of 
our Society, to which I think I 
need add nothing farther, than to 
acquaint you that this Society (as 
many other things of the like kind, 
which are now conſiderable, have 
done) took its Riſe from a very 
ſmall Beginning; a few private Gen- 
tlemen of the Church of England, 
about the Beginning of the Year 
1699, met together, to conſult up- 
on Methods for Promoting the real 
and practical Knowledge of true 
Religion; which being a Deſign of 
fo excellent a Nature, many others 
very readily came into it; and 
bleſſed be God, the Number of their 
as well as correſponding 
Members has ſince greatly increaſed. 

And now, Sir, I leave you to judge 


| with what Reaſon the Author of a 
| late 


4 * 


— 
* 
4 


W 


— rr 
- 3 R r 4; 35 ' 
. 22 —— IEIESR 


3 
ö 
; 4 
' - 


. — — 


(28) 
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late Book, entituled, a Project for the 


Advancement of Religion, and the Re- 


formation of Manners, could pnbliſh to 


the World, That among all the' Schemes 
offered to the Publick in this projecting 
Age, be has obſerved with ſome Diſplea- | 


ſure, that there has never been any for the | 


Improvement of Religion and Morals. 
May God of his infinite Goodneſs 
animate the Zeal, and bleſs the De- 
ſigns of all thoſe, who from a ſerious 
Concern for their own and others Sal- 
vation, are labouring to promote the 
Knowledge of God, and the Practice 
of true Religion among us. I am, 


> 
11 JA 65 
With great Sincerity, 


July Iſt, 


1709. Tour affectionate 


Humble Servant. 
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